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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 01997 180647Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
HA-05 CU-06 10-14 /099 W 

038573 190401Z/21 

R 171934Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4964 

UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 1997 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL, SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: BISHOPS CONCLAVE WRITES TO VIDELA ABOUT 
DETIANEES 

THE PERMANENT COMMISSION OF THE BISHIPS' 

CONFERENCE WILL SEND A LETTER TO PRESIDENT 
VIDELA REGARDING THE SITUATION OF DETAINED 
AND DISAPPEARED PERSONS IN ARGENTINA, 

CONFERENCE PRESIDENT CARDINAL PRIMATESTA 
REVEALED MAR 15. THE LETTER, WHICH WILL 
BE HELD CONFIDENTIAL, IS THE THIRD OF ITS 
KIND FROM THE BISHOPS SINCE THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT TOOK POWER. THE LETTER WILL TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT "NEW STEPS, SUCH AS THE 
PUBLICATION OF LIST OF POLITICAL PRISONERS", 

PRIMATESTA TOLD JOURNALISTS. EXPLAINING 
THAT HE COULD NOT COMMENT FURTHER AS "THE 
CHURCH’S ATTITUDES CAN BE MISINTERPRETED BY 
THE PRESS,” PRIMATESTA NEVERTHELESS ADDED 
THE THERE APPEARS TO EXIST THE "WILL TO IMPROVE 
THINGS ALTHOUGH THE SITUATION HAS REACHED THE POINT 
THAT IT CANNOT BE PUT RIGHT FROM NIGHT TO DAY." 

CASTRO 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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